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would be the most powerfal instrument for detecting and
ultimately eradicating the shamieful practice of employing
unqualified men as medical assistants-a practice unjust to
qualified men, degrading to the best interests of our noble
profession (should be), and an imposition on the public at
large.-I am, etc.,

T. HOWARD BROCKLEHURST, M.R.C.S.Eng
1, Ilchester Villas, Westham, Weymouth, Dec. 2lth, 1891.

NAVAL AND MILITARY MEDICAL SERVICES.
PARKES MEMORIAL PRIZE.

THE subject of the next triennial award is " The Etiology,
Prevalence, and Pievention of Diphtheria." The prize conI-
Sists of a bronze mecal and a sum of 75 guineas. The coni-
petition is open to executive officers, on full pay, of the Navy,
Army, and Indian Medical Services, except assistant pro-
fessors at Netley, who are not eligible to compete during
their tenure of those appointments. Essays should reach
the Secretary, Parkes Memorial Committee, Royal Victoria
Hospital, Netley, on or before December 31st, 1897.

ARMY MEDICAL STAFF EXCHANGE.
'The charge for inserting notices respecting Exchanges in the Army Medical De-
partment i8 38. 6d., 'ohich shoutld be forwarded in stamps or post office order
with the notice. The first post on Thursday mornings is the latest by which
these annonncements can be received.

A SURGEON-MAJOR serving in the Punjab whose tour expires in August
next is open to an exchange in India with a Surgeon-Major having a year
or eighteen months longer to remain in the country. Address Meuical
Officer, i/c Section Hospital, Meean Meer, Punjab, India.

THE NAVY.
STAFF-SURGEON C. L. VAsEY has been promoted to be Fleet-Surgeon,
lDecember 18th, 1894. He was appointed Surgeon, September30th, 1873, and'
S3taff-Surgeon twelve years thereafter.

INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE.
5IRIGADE-SURGEON-LIEUTENANT-COLONEL WILLIAM ROE HOOPER, of the
'Bengal Establishment, has been appointed by the Secretary of State for
'India to be President of the India Office Medical Board on the retire-
ment of Sir Joseph Fayrer, K.C.S.I. Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant- Colonel
HIooper entered the Indian Medical service in 1859, and in 1891 was ap-
pointed Civil Surgeon and Superintendent of the Lunatic Asylum at
ALucknow, which post he now relinquishes.

Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel A. B. SEAMAN, M.B., Bengal Establish-
ment, is promoted to be Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel from
October 22nd. He was appointed Assistant Surgeon October lst, 1869;
and Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel from October 1st, 1889. He served in
the Afghan war in 1879-80 (medal), with the Burmese expedition in 1385-
536, including the capture of Minhla (medal with clasp), and with the
Lushai expedition in 1889 as Principal Medical Officer to the force (men-
tioned In despatches).
Surgeon-Lieutenant Colonel T. C. H. SPENCER, Madras Establishment,

is permitted to retire from the service from December 31st. His com-
mission as Assistant Surgeon dates from October 1st, 1869, and that of
'Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel from October 1st, 1889.

Surgeon-Lieutenant B. G. SETON, Bengal Establishment, in charge of
No. 16 Native Field Hospital, Waziristan Delimitation Escort, was slightly
,wounded in an Attack on the enemy's towers in the village of Karam,
near Kaniguram, on December 22nd, 1894.

ARMY MEDICAL RESERVE.
'SURGEON-LIEUTENANT-COLONEL C. S. HALL, having resigned his volun-
teer appointment, ceases to be an officer of the Army Medical Reserve
December 29th, 1894.
Surgeon-Major JAMES CREAGH is promoted to be Surgeon-Lieutenant-

colonel December 29th, 1894.
Surgeon-Captains SAMUEL B. MASON, GEORGE MIDDLEMISS, M.D.,

FRANCIS L. STEPHENSON. M.B., and WILLIAM S. SYMES, are promoted to
be Surgeon-Majors; and Surgeon-Lieutenant WALTER K. LOVELESS to be'Surgeon-Captain December 29th, 1894.
Surgeon-Lieutenant CHARLES C. MOXON, 2nd Volunteer Battalion the

York and Lancaster Regiment, to be Surgeon-Lieutenant December 29th,1894.

THE VOLUNTEERS.
:SURGEON-MAJOR E. F. HALL, M.D., 2nd Lancashire (the St. Helens) Artil-
lery, is promoted to be Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel, January 2nd.
Mr. WILLIAM LANGRAN is appointed Surgeon-Lieutenant to the 3rdVolunteer Battalion the Devonshire Regiment, January 2nd.

THE CASE OF SURGEON-MAJOR SMITH.
THE Pioneer publishes a despatch from the Secretary of State for India to
the Madras Government on this lamentable case. In it Mr. Fowler re-
fuses to allow Surgeon-Major Smith to complete service to July, 1895, in
order to qualify for pension, but orders his immediate removal on a
" compassionate allowance equal in amount to the half-pay of his rank."
This stern decision is said to be based on "facts and representations"
placed before the Secretary. But the Pioneer naturally asks: What are

they? "Was Mr. Fowler aware when he wrote his despatch that Dr.
i5th had never been informed of the actual charges made against him?
If he was, how could he tell how much was 'fact' and how much was
' representation' in thie Madras communication ?" That is the question.
Is a man to be condemnied and ruined without due formality of investi-
gation ? We fear this case througlhout has been enveloped in a mist of
mere " moral hysterics " in whicll the thread of level-headed administra-
tion has been lost.

CIVILIAN BUNGLING OVER ARMY MIEDICAL TITLES.
A CORRESPONDENT sends us a copy cf a telegram he lately received in
which he is addressed Serjeant instead of Surgeon-Major; indeed, that
is now quite a venerable blunder, for which there may b3 some excuse
as being a somewhat natural muddle over another well known title; but
what excuse can there be for Serjeant-Geueral, which was addressed to a
worthy Surgeon-General lately ?

IMPUDENCE AND ABUSE.
AN army medical officer lately had occasion to pass a young soldier as fit
Ior foreign service, and immiiediately afterwards received a letter from
a person purporting to be his mother, whiclh for downright impudence is
unique. It hails from Ireland, and is a wretchedly illiterate production
from a lady who says, '" I was not trained in a college, but am a doctoress
by profession, and there is not a doctor that could tell me better than I
know myself." She wants to know how any medical man could have
passed "my dear boy suffering from cronic Bronchitis; indeed, be is
more Dead than alive, and you would be doing your right duties wereyou
to order him into lhospital * " further, " he will never live the voyage out,
and my life will go to, so that there will be double crime to answer for.
I do not think think the Zulus would be guilty of such an act," etc. She
finally expresses a hope she will get a 'satisfactory" answer, or, of
course, she will know the reason why. It is needless to say there wero
no real grounds for such a wild effusion; but, as our correspondent
points out, this letter indicates how little real respect is accorded to the
army medical officer-the result of the unfair and disparaging treatment
le iX constantly receiving at the hands of men who ought to be his com-
rades in the service.

THE ROYAL VICTORIA HOSPITAL, NETLEY.
THias hospital is now undergoing considerable repairs recommended by
the Army Sanitary Committee. There have been, it is reported, a
number of eases of erysipelas in the surgical division, which led to
inquiry by a Board. New flooring has been recommended; and it is
stated that a sum of some £20,000 or more is to be spent in executing
repairs and remedying defects during the next few years. A new water
supply system is also in action, the water being supplied by the South
Hants Water Company. This supply is a great improvement on the old
one. The production at the Netley Hospital of antitoxin is also in
swing, under Professor Wright's direction. Two horses have been handed
over, and the necessary operations are in course of completion.

DENTISTRY IN THE ARMY.
A. M. S. writes: Candidates for the Army Medical Staff are required to
produce a certificate of having gone through an ophthalmic course. I
would suggest that a course of dentistry should also be considered
necessary. In the recruit the soundness of the teeth is a very important
point, in view of the possibility of the soldier having to masticate
" bully beef " and hard biscuits. There can be no doubt that in every
campaign a certain amount of illness is directly caused by mal-
assimilation through defective teeth. Extraction of a bad tooth is now
the only resort, but we are now approaching the time when specialism
in dentistry will be required of the army medical officer. I do not
advocate the appointment of dental surgeons, which could only be
carried out at the largest military stations, but of special training of the
ordinary medical officer in dentistry.
*** It would be futile to demand specialism either In ophthalmic or

dental science in the ordinary army medical officer; he should
certainly be able to verify or refute real or pretended defective vision
but can no more be an expert in mechanical dentistry than the general
practitioner. To the recruiter the condition of the teeth is undoubtedly
important, but it is impossible to lay down hard and fast rules as to the
dental defects that shall disqualify; the question is properly left to the
judgment of the examining medical officer. From what we can learn,
however, inexperienced recruiters are apt to be too exacting in the
matter of teeth, especially in urban recruits. Even unsound teeth in
young subjects, as dentists know, are likely to last a certain number of
years, probably quite as long as the short service of the soldier,
Experienced recruiters, therefore, taking each case on its merits, are
less concerned with the actual number of teeth lost or decayed, but
rather whether there are a sufficiency of fairly sound opposing molars
left to carry on the work of mastication. Beyond a general statement of
the case in that way we imagine there is little more to be said.

MILITIA MEDICAL STAFF CORPS.
DB. W. COLLINGRIDGE, Surgeon-Major Commanding Militia Medical Staff
Corps (St. John's, S.E.) writes: Will you allow me to point out to Dr. J.
W. Curtis (Canterbury), late East Kent Militia, that he is entirely in
error as to his statement with reference to the Militia Medical Staft
Corps, madelin the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of December 15th, 1894,
p. 1407. The officers of the Militia Medtcal Staff Corps are not Volun-
teers, but are appointed In the same manner, are under the same law,
and have the same status as any other Militia officers (vide Militia
Regulations, 1894). Further, he implies that the officers of the Militia
Medical Staff CorPs have medical charge of the Militia. Here he is
again in error. This fails upon the medical staff or civilian medical
officers.


